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March 26, 2017 – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include concepts, 
challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [  ] ) on the Leader Guide for you.] 
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself] 

• Does the promise of the return of Jesus affect your personal, daily life? Are you living as if Jesus could 
return for us at any moment?  

• Read I Thessalonians 1:3. Are you living a life that demonstrates your love for the Father.  

• Is your life such a model that believers around you can say the same things about you that Paul said 
about the Thessalonian believers?   

 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively] 

• Often immature believers view the events surrounding the return of Christ as something to be feared. 
However, for believers the promised return of Christ is a source of great hope.  

• Pay attention during the group meeting to how your group members process the information on 
Christ’s return. Use this story as a time of encouragement for your members.   

 
Shepherding  

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

• Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians is a good model for you as a disciple maker. He wrote the letter to 
encourage the Thessalonian believers.  

• What are you doing to encourage your group members? Texts, calls, emails and possibly even personal 
letters are great ways to send a spark of love. Of course, the best way to encourage your group 
members is to spend time with them over a meal or coffee or even better, while doing ministry 
together!  

• Make I Thessalonians 1:2 a model for yourself as you shepherd your group.   
 

Resources: 

• You can listen to an MP3 of this week’s story at -- http://firstmoore.com/the-whole-story-resources 

• Have you got the free app, uDisciple?  It contains all the stories that we are currently using in our 
DiscipleGroups as well as the mp3 files. Download the app so that you can access the stories at any 
time. (It is available in the Google Play Store and the iOS Appstore.) 

 

  

http://firstmoore.com/the-whole-story-resources
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March 26, 2017 – Return 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Welcome/Introductions  

[if there are new people in your group, give brief introductions of people they don’t know] 
 

Remind group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group talking  

• Share about a friend who your rarely see, but when you do see them, you pick up where you left off. 
 

Share background for the story  
Along with the book of I Thessalonians, other passages that talk about the return of Christ are Acts 
1:11 and revelation 22:7-21. You might want to have someone read the Revelation passage at the end 
of your meeting. 
 

Tell the story – This week’s story is Acts 17:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; 2:17-18; 3:2-8; 4:16-18 (Use the 
attached condensed story as your guide.)  
[Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 

 

Rebuild the story  
[Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 

 

Read the story out loud - Read Acts 17:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; 2:17-18; 3:2-8; 4:16-18 from the Bible 
[The Scripture passage will, obviously, have many more details. Were there any important details 
left out of the telling or retelling that you discover in the Scripture?] 

 

Discuss these questions: 
1. What is something new you learn about Jesus Christ from this story?  
2. Why did Paul admire the Thessalonian believers? How does this apply to us today?  
3. What does the “Return” story mean to you personally?  
4. How can you us the “Return” story to share hope with a lost or discouraged friend? 

 
Ask someone to retell the story  
 

Assign next week’s passage – Luke 24:13-25 – “Jesus Appears to Two Disciples on the Road to Emmaus” 
 
Close in Prayer  

[Co-leader or apprentice say a closing prayer.] 
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Return  

 
Acts 17:1-5 
Paul and Silas then continued to travel throughout the area near Philippi. One day 
they came to the city of Thessalonica. There, Paul told many people, who were descendants of Abraham, 
about Jesus. He said, “This Jesus I’m telling you about is the Promised Savior.” Many of them believed, but 
other descendants of Abraham were jealous, so they gathered some worthless fellows from the streets to 
form a mob and start a riot. They attacked the home of a follower of Jesus, searching for Paul and Silas so they 
could drag them out to the crowd. 
 
Acts 17:6-7 
Not finding Paul and Silas there, they dragged out some of the other believers instead and took them before 
the city authorities. “Paul and Silas have caused trouble all over the world and now they are here disturbing 
our city,” they shouted. “One of these men here has allowed Paul and Silas to stay in his home.” 
 
Acts 17:8-10 
Although the city was thrown into turmoil by these reports but the city authorities finally released these 
believers.  The believers found Paul and Silas and they begged to please leave the city for their own 
protection. So Paul and Silas went away.  
 
1 Thessalonians 2:17-18; 3:2, 6-8; 1:1 
But Paul never forgot about the believers in Thessalonica. In fact, he tried again and again to visit them, but he 
wasn’t able. So Paul sent a friend named Timothy to encourage the believers in Thessalonica. When Timothy 
returned to Paul and gave a report, Paul was overjoyed to learn that these believers were continuing to follow 
Jesus and grow in Christ in spite of persecution. So, Paul decided to write a letter to the believers in 
Thessalonica a letter from himself, Silas and Timothy.  
 
1 Thessalonians 1:2 
In this letter Paul said “We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:6-7, 9-10 
“You received the message about Jesus with joy from God’s Spirit in spite of the severe suffering it brought 
you. As a result, you became an example to all the believers in the area. These believers speak of how you 
turned away from idols to serve the true and living God. And they speak of how you are looking forward to the 
coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, whom God raised from the 
dead.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 
“And when Jesus comes back, he himself will come down from heaven with a loud shout. First, all the 
believers who have died will rise. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will 
be taken up in the clouds to meet Jesus in the air. We will be with him forever. So encourage each other with 
these words.” 
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