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May 14, 2017 – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include concepts, 
challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [  ] ) on the Leader Guide for you.] 
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself] 

• Wow! The story of Ananias and Sapphira is a very powerful demonstration of how serious God is about 
his church. It also reminds us of many Old Testament stories about God’s punishment of disobedient 
followers.  

• This is a good story to help you as a group leader reassess your own life. Take time to look at how you 
portray your faith and how you really live it.  

• This story is here to let us see the seriousness of serving God with all that we have.   
 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively] 

• As you lead this group, keep an eye on the group members. Many probably already have heard this 
story.  

• Help stay on topic and remember “I statements!” It would be easy to get off track and discuss Ananias 
and Sapphira or other “bad” church members we have all known.  

• The KEY here is what does this story mean in my life and in my relationship with the Lord and in my 
personal growth as a disciple.   

 
Shepherding  

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

• As in former stories, be mindful of the response of your group. No one in your group will be innocent, 
so be clear about God’s forgiveness. Ananias’ wife was given the chance to confess her sin, but she 
chose to continue the lie. No one knows what would have happened had she heard that her husband 
was dead because of the lie. We must trust God’s knowledge of her heart in this situation. Other Old 
Testament stories point to the death of people who were disobedient. Encourage your people to be 
faithful and honest. If someone wants to talk to you about their personal life in this respect, encourage 
them to confess their sins to the Lord and make amends as needed. Assure them of God’s forgiveness. 
Share 1 John 1:5-10, or even better, encourage your people to read all of 1 John. 
 

Resources: 

• Only you as the DiscipleGroup leader can say what the needs will be of the group after examining the 
story of Ananias and Sapphira. Some may want to talk about giving and stewardship. Be prepared to 
share information about our church’s needs. A recent church bulletin will give you basic information 
about giving. 
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May 14, 2017 – Ananias and Sapphira 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Welcome/Introductions  

[if there are new people in your group, give brief introductions of people they don’t know] 
 

Remind group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

Disciple-maker Questions  

• What has changed in your life because of what you learned last week? 

• Has God placed someone in your life outside this group that you need to invest in? 

• How do you think God wants you to do this? 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group talking  

• Talk about a time as a child when you chose to do something you knew was wrong and later felt guilty 
for it. 

 

Share background for the story  
Today’s story comes at a time when the early church is growing, God is working in people’s lives and 
people are giving large gifts to support the work of the church. 
 

Tell the story – This week’s story is about a couple in the early church from Acts 5. 
[Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 

 

Rebuild the story  
[Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 

 

Read the story out loud - Read Acts 5:1-11 
[The Scripture passage will, obviously, have many more details. Were there any important details 
left out of the telling or retelling that you discover in the Scripture?] 

 

Discuss these questions: 
1. What do you learn about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit in this story? 
2. What do you learn about the characters in the story? 
3. What stood out to you in this story? 
4. What do you learn about yourself? 
5. How will this story be used in your life and with others? 

 
Ask someone to retell the story  
 

Assign next week’s passage – Acts 5:12-32 – “The Apostles Face Persecution” 
 
Close in Prayer  

[Co-leader or apprentice say a closing prayer.] 
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