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June 4, 2017 – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include concepts, 
challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [  ] ) on the Leader Guide for you.] 
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself] 

• The book of Acts has sometimes been referred to as the “Acts of the Holy Spirit” because of the 
numerous references to the work of the Spirit. Are you aware of the work of the Spirit your life? Are 
you searching the scriptures regularly, spending time in prayer and fellowshipping with other 
believers? In these practices the Spirit will often speak to our hearts.  

• Spend time this week reading through the first eight chapters of Acts and seeing how the Spirit was at 
work in the early church. 

 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively] 

• This story could certainly produce some interesting discussion, particularly verse 16 which says the 
Spirit had not yet come upon any of them. Many scholars believe the various references to the Spirit 
coming upon people in the book of Acts is to show God’s sign of favor on different ethnic/culture 
groups. The Jews in chapter two, the Samaritans in chapter eight and the Gentiles in chapter ten 
receive an out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, confirming that God is indeed the God of all peoples.  

 
Shepherding  

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

• Do your people “practice the presence of God”? As you get to know your group members, seek to 
guide them towards being more faithful in their walk and discipleship by encouraging them in the 
practices of spiritual discipline and in being active in our church ministry. 
 

Resources: 

• http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfm2000.asp is a website containing the 2000 Baptist Faith and 
Message, a good summary statement of what doctrinal beliefs Southern Baptist churches hold in 
common. There is a short article titled “God the Holy Spirit” which gives a description of the biblical 
teaching on the Holy Spirit and numerous scripture passages for study. You might want to spend some 
time looking at this statement and the biblical support passages. 

 
 

  

http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/bfm2000.asp
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June 4, 2017 – God at Work in Samaria 
 
Open in Prayer 
Welcome/Introductions  

[if there are new people in your group, give brief introductions of people they don’t know] 
 

Remind group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

Disciple-maker Questions  

• What has changed in your life because of what you learned last week? 

• Has God placed someone in your life outside this group that you need to invest in? 

• How do you think God wants you to do this? 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group talking  

• Share ways people use religion as a means of profit for themselves. 
 

Share background for the story  
After the stoning of Stephen, there was a great persecution of believers, particularly led by Saul. But 
those who scattered shared the Gospel message and the next two stories will talk about Philip, one of 
the seven men who had been chosen to serve with Stephen in Acts 6. 
 

Tell the story – This week’s story is about God’s Holy Spirit working through Philip from Acts 8. 
[Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 

 

Rebuild the story  
[Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 

 

Read the story out loud - Read Acts 8:4-25 
[The Scripture passage will, obviously, have many more details. Were there any important details 
left out of the telling or retelling that you discover in the Scripture?] 

 

Discuss these questions: 
1. What do you learn about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit in this story? 
2. What do you learn about the characters in the story? 
3. What stood out to you in this story? 
4. What do you learn about yourself? 
5. How will this story be used in your life and with others? 
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Ask someone to retell the story  
 

Assign next week’s passage – The story of God at Work in an African Man, Acts 8:26-40. 
 
NOTE: For continuity, we are repeating this story, however if your group is behind you may want to skip this 
story and move to the next one. If you need to skip the African Man story then the next story would be Acts 
9:1-19, The Salvation of Saul the Persecutor. 
 
Close in Prayer  

[Co-leader or apprentice say a closing prayer.] 
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