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June 18, 2017 – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include concepts, 
challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [  ] ) on the Leader Guide for you.] 
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself] 

• Reflect back on your life before you knew Christ and how you came to saving faith. What did God do in 
your life to help you come to Him? Spend some time thanking God for the persons He used to witness 
to you. Spend some time thanking Him for the great salvation that you have and pray for the lost that 
you know. 

 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively] 

• We are moving into a long series of stories about Paul. Encourage your group members to begin taking 
notes about what they learn about Paul in the book of Acts. If they learn the stories well they will know 
a lot about his life and work.  

 
Shepherding  

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

• The “hook” question for this week asks about someone whose life is so radically changed that it is hard 
to accept or believe. Help your people see the difference in their life. Even if they were saved as a 
child, their life would likely have taken a different road had they not been a believer. Get to know your 
people’s faith stories well and encourage them as they grow and share. 
 

Resources: 

• What do you know about the life of Paul? https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-
bible/chart_44_06/    gives a one page summary and biblical references about his life. 

 
 

  

https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/chart_44_06/
https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/chart_44_06/
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June 18, 2017 – The Salvation of Saul the Persecutor 
 
Open in Prayer 
Welcome/Introductions  

[if there are new people in your group, give brief introductions of people they don’t know] 
 

Remind group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

Disciple-maker Questions  

• What has changed in your life because of what you learned last week? 

• Has God placed someone in your life outside this group that you need to invest in? 

• How do you think God wants you to do this? 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group talking  

• Have you ever seen a change in someone’s life which was so dramatic that you had a hard time 
believing it? 

 

Share background for the story  
After the death of Stephen, the persecution of Christian believers continued to spread. Saul, who was 
present at Stephen’s death and approved the stoning, began a full scale attack on believing men and 
women. This is the story of what happened to Saul when he met the resurrected Lord. 
 

Tell the story – This week’s story is about the salvation of Saul the persecutor from Acts 9. 
[Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 

 

Rebuild the story  
[Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 

 

Read the story out loud - Read Acts 9:1-19 
[The Scripture passage will, obviously, have many more details. Were there any important details 
left out of the telling or retelling that you discover in the Scripture?] 

 

Discuss these questions: 
1. What do you learn about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit in this story? 
2. What do you learn about the characters in the story? 
3. What stood out to you in this story? 
4. What do you learn about yourself? 
5. How will this story be used in your life and with others? 

 
Ask someone to retell the story  
 

Assign next week’s passage – The Story of Saul the Preacher from Acts 9:19b-31. 
 
Close in Prayer  

[Co-leader or apprentice say a closing prayer.] 
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