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November 27, 2016 – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include concepts, 
challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [  ] ) on the Leader Guide for you.] 
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself] 

 How has your personal prayer life been this week?  

 Have you reflected on these stories of David?  

 Your openness to the Lord and to your group will significantly encourage your growth as a disciple. 

 Read the story of Nathan in 2 Samuel 12:1-25. 
 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively] 

 Have the group tell the first two David stories and then have the teller continue with today’s story. This 
will show the continuity in the series. 

 Your goal as a facilitator is not only to be a good Biblical storyteller yourself, but also to prepare others 
in the group to be good Biblical storytellers. Encourage your people as they share.  

 
Shepherding  

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

 The really tough part of this story is the death of the child. Be prepared to listen if people talk about 
this. Remember, we cannot explain God’s actions, so don’t try and “fix” it. We trust the Lord to do the 
right thing. However, it is very clear that sins will not go unpunished and it is also clear that our sins 
affect those around us. 

 
Resources: 

 You can listen to an MP3 of this week’s story at -- http://firstmoore.com/the-whole-story-resources 

 Have you got the free app, uDisciple?  It contains all the stories that we are currently using in our 
DiscipleGroups as well as the mp3 files. Download the app so that you can access the stories at any 
time. (It is available in the Google Play Store and the iOS Appstore.) 

 

  

http://firstmoore.com/the-whole-story-resources
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November 27, 2016 – Nathan’s Story 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Welcome/Introductions  

[if there are new people in your group, give brief introductions of people they don’t know] 
 

Remind group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group talking  

 How do you react when people point out flaws in your behavior/character? 
 

Share background for the story  
[Provide context by sharing what comes before the story in the Bible.] 
 

Of course, the best background are the two stories prior. Either have someone tell them or do a very  
good review. 
 

Tell the story – This week’s story is 2 Samuel 12:1-25 (Use the attached condensed story as your guide.)  
[Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 

 

Rebuild the story  
[Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 

 

Read the story out loud - Read 2 Samuel 12:1-25 from the Bible 
[The Scripture passage will, obviously have many more details. Were there any important details left 
out of the telling or retelling that you discover in the Scripture?] 

 

Discuss these questions: 
1. God sent Nathan to David to tell him a story. What does this tell you about the way God 

communicates? 
2. What if someone you knew did what David did in this story? How would you respond? 
3. Realizing that Nathan was confronting the king of the nation, what do you think about Nathan? 
4. Think about the three stories of David we have discussed. Based on these stories, how will you live 

your life differently? 
 

Ask someone to retell the story  
[As for one volunteer to tell the story from start to finish. Help as needed.] 

 

Assign next week’s passage  -- Isaiah 53 (“Promise”) (condensed story attached to next week’s leader guide) 

 
Close in Prayer  

[Co-leader or apprentice say a closing prayer.] 
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Nathan’s Story  

 
2 Samuel 12:1-25 Based on NLT (1996) 
 
Transition 
God was displeased with what David had done, so… 
 
2 Samuel 12:1-4 
He sent his spokesman Nathan to tell David a story.  And Nathan said “There were two men in a certain town. 
One was rich, and one was poor. The rich man owned many sheep and cattle. The poor man owned nothing 
but one little lamb. He raised it and took care of it as if it was one of his own children. One day a guest arrived 
at the home of the rich man. But instead of killing one of his own lambs, he took the poor man’s lamb and 
killed it and served it to his guest.” 
 
2 Samuel 12:5-6 
When David heard this he was furious. He said, “Any man who would do such a thing deserves to die! And he 
must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he stole.” 
 
2 Samuel 12:7-12 
Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! God says, ‘I anointed you king. I gave you an entire kingdom. 
And if that had not been enough, I would have given you much, much more. Why, then, have you disobeyed 
me and why have you done this horrible thing? You murdered a man and stole his wife. Because you have 
treated God with contempt, from this time on, violence will always be in your family. And what you did 
secretly will happen to you in public.’” 
 
2 Samuel 12:13-14 
Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against God.” Nathan replied, “Yes, but God has forgiven you, 
and you won’t die for this sin. But because of what you have done, your child will die.”  
 
2 Samuel 12:15-18 
After Nathan returned home, God made Bathsheba’s baby very sick. David begged God to heal the child, but 
seven days later the baby died. 
 
2 Samuel 12:24-25 
David comforted Bathsheba and then he slept with her. She became pregnant again and gave birth to another 
son, and they named him Solomon. And God loved Solomon very much. 


