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December 4, 2016 – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include concepts, 
challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [  ] ) on the Leader Guide for you.] 
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself] 

 Do you know all the stories up to this point?  

 See if you can remember them or at least the basic idea of each story.  

 Can you see God at work in each story? Are you applying the stories to your own daily walk?  

 As God has spoken to you through his word and through the relationships of the discipleship group, are 
you obedient to his calling? 

 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively] 

 NOTE Because the next two stories fall in December, we have only programmed two sessions for the 
month. As a group you can decide to meet the first two weeks of the month and then perhaps have a 
Christmas party the third week and skip the final week before Christmas. 

 This is the final Old Testament story in this series. The stories are pointing towards the coming Savior 
and Promise from Isaiah 53 is significant prophecy of the Savior. It is very short so spend extra time 
helping the group know it well. This can be a good tool for sharing their faith.  

 
Shepherding  

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

 Do all your group members have the uDisciple app? If not encourage them to get it and use it. 
 
Resources: 

 You can listen to an MP3 of this week’s story at -- http://firstmoore.com/the-whole-story-resources 

 Have you got the free app, uDisciple?  It contains all the stories that we are currently using in our 
DiscipleGroups as well as the mp3 files. Download the app so that you can access the stories at any 
time. (It is available in the Google Play Store and the iOS Appstore.) 

 

  

http://firstmoore.com/the-whole-story-resources
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December 4, 2016 – Promise 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Welcome/Introductions  

[if there are new people in your group, give brief introductions of people they don’t know] 
 

Remind group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group talking  

 How important is it to you for people to keep their promises?  Why? 
 

Share background for the story  
[Provide context by sharing what comes before the story in the Bible.] 
 

The transition statement for this story is almost as long as the story itself. So it can be read if you like, 
but it is very important for the group members to understand that God has been working in the 
families, from Abraham to David and on through the Old Testament. This passage will help make the 
way for the promised Savior. 
 

Tell the story – This week’s story is Isaiah 53 (Use the attached condensed story as your guide.)  
[Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 

 

Rebuild the story  
[Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 

 

Read the story out loud - Read Isaiah 53 from the Bible 
[The Scripture passage will, obviously have many more details. Were there any important details left 
out of the telling or retelling that you discover in the Scripture?] 

 

Discuss these questions: 
1. What does this story tell you about God’s punishment and redemption? 
2. Today, our society demonstrates rebellion toward God’s promised Savior. What evidence do you see 

around you? 
3. Describe a time when you deserved to be punished but, instead, were forgiven. 
4. From the stories we have learned, what have you realized about God that you could share this week 

with someone in your life? 
 

Ask someone to retell the story  
[As for one volunteer to tell the story from start to finish. Help as needed.] 

 

Assign next week’s passage  -- Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 2:21-34, 39-40 (“Birth”) (condensed story attached to next 
week’s leader guide) 

 
Close in Prayer  

[Co-leader or apprentice say a closing prayer.] 
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Promise  

 
Isaiah 53 Based on NLT (1996) and NIV 
 
Transition 
The kings of Abraham’s descendants continued to disobey God and led the people to disobey God, yet God 
continued to send spokesmen to reveal himself to his people. One of these spokesmen was named Isaiah. This 
is the message of hope that Isaiah brought to the people. A Savior would come to free them one day. 
 
Isaiah 53:2-7 and 11-12 
God’s Promised Savior will grow up in his presence like a tender green shoot, sprouting from a root in dry 
ground. There will be nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance. We will turn our backs on him and 
look the other way. He will be despised, and we won’t care. We will think his troubles are a punishment from 
God for his own sins! But he will be crushed for our sins. He will be beaten that we might have peace, 
whipped, and we will be healed! All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God’s path to follow our 
own. Yet God will lay on him the guilt and sins of us all. He will be treated harshly, yet never say a word. He 
will be led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he will not open his 
mouth. After his suffering he will see life again, and he will be satisfied. And because of what he has 
experienced, the Promised Savior will make it possible for many to be counted as having right relationship 
with God, for he will bear all their sins. I [God] will give him the honors of one who is mighty and great, 
because he exposed himself to death. 
 
Example Crafted Story from Isaiah 53 from the mp3 
 
After King David, God’s people continued to sin, they continued to disobey God. Finally, God allowed 
surrounding countries to come in and conquer them just as he said he would. People were scattered 
throughout the land. But God did not forget his people. He sent a spokesman, Isaiah, to give them a message 
of hope. Isaiah said to the people, God is going to send us a Savior. Some will hate him; some treat him badly. 
He’ll suffer. He’s going to carry our burdens and our sorrows. He will be whipped and he will be beaten to 
bring us peace. 
 
Isaiah said, we’re like sheep. You know how sheep are. They wander off the path and they stray away. Well we 
wandered off of God’s path. We sin and we disobey God. But God is putting all of our sins onto the Savior. In 
fact, he’s like a lamb that is being led to the butcher. He’s not going to say anything. And he’ll be punished and 
killed for our sins. But, the amazing thing is that he will see life again. 
And because of this many people will have a restored relationship with God. 
That is the message that Isaiah gave to the people, and from that time on the people waited expectantly for 
the Promised Savior to come. They waited and they waited and they waited. 


