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December 3, 2017- Shepherds at the Manger 
 
Open in Prayer 
 

Welcome/Introductions   
[If there are new people in your group, give brief introductions.] 

 

Remind the group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

DISCIPLEMAKER QUESTIONS 

• What has changed in your life because of what you learned last week? 

• Has God placed someone in your life outside this group that you need to invest in? 

• How do you think God wants you to do this? 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group going. 

• Share a time or situation when you were blown away by a spectacular event? What did you feel 
and how did you react? 
 

Share background for the story. 
For the month of December, we will look at two stories from the birth of Jesus. These are familiar 
stories but try to look at them with fresh eyes.   

 
Tell the story   This week’s story is about the first visitors to see the new baby Jesus from Luke 2:8-20. 
 [Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 
 
Rebuild the story 
 [Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 
 
Read the story out loud – Read Luke 2:8-20 from the Bible. 

[The scripture may have more details. Were there any important details left out of the telling or 
retelling that you discover in the scripture?] 

 
Discuss these questions: 

1. What do you learn about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit in this story? 
2. What do you learn about the characters in the story? 
3. What stood out to you in this story? 
4. What does it mean to you that some of the first people to come to the manger were lowly 

shepherds? 
5. How will this story be used in your life and with others? 

 
Ask someone to retell the story.  
 

Assign next week’s passage. Matthew 2:1-23. The Wise Men. 
 

Close in Prayer. 
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December 3, 2017- Shepherds at the Manger– Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include 
concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and 
grow as a disciple yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [ ] ) on the Leader 
Guide.]  
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself]  

• When did you first “see” Jesus? Think about all the influences in your life and how you came to 
the Lord. Who was the most significant person in your growth as a disciple? Make a list of those 
people who encouraged you in your spiritual growth. Then write beside each name what that 
person did to help you. How can you apply these to the people you are helping in your 
disciplemaking? 

 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively]  

• We have only designated two stories for December. We suggest you have another meeting with 
your group for fellowshipping and celebrating the holiday. 

 
Shepherding 

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

• Is there a family represented in your DiscipleGroup that is having a tough time this Christmas 
season? That could be a financial hardship, or perhaps they lost a significant someone this year 
and that person’s absence will be particularly hard during the holidays. What can you do to 
minister to that family? 

 
Resources:  

• https://www.bibleplaces.com/bethlehem/ has interesting information on Jesus’ birthplace and 
other links on the town. 

 

https://www.bibleplaces.com/bethlehem/

