									           New Believer Lesson 2
LESSON 2:  ETERNAL SECURITY
"NOW THAT I AM SAVED                                                                                    CAN I EVER LOSE MY SALVATION?"

Once an individual has settled the question of salvation as the Bible declares it - "by grace through faith" in Jesus Christ - it Is imperative that he understands how that decision has affected his entire life.
In Lesson One, we learned that there are only two spiritual families on this earth, God's and the Devil's.  We learned that we were born into the Devil's family at the time of our physical birth, and we are born into God's family when we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
John 1:12-13 "But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God." 
In this lesson, we will discuss the state of the new believer in God's family, and from the biblical facts, settle the question of the eternal security of the Christian.  A lack of confidence in one's salvation has rendered many a Christian ineffective in their spiritual growth and witness - (see page 8, Lesson One)
1.	Study the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself on this subject:
	A.	Jesus Christ promises that…
		John 6:37 "Everyone the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the 			one who comes to Me I will never cast out."
		God will not cast you out of His family under any circumstances.  			The Apostle Paul ask the question…
		Romans 8:35 "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ…"	
	B.	The Apostle John makes it clear that no man, including yourself, 			can cause you to lose your salvation, because, God, your Father is 			greater than all men.																							John 10:27-29   "My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they 																							         New Believer Lesson 2 																follow Me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish—			ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has 		given them to Me, is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them 		out of the Father’s hand." 
II.	Okay, God won't cast me out, and no man can take my salvation , but 	what about myself?  Can I do something to lose my salvation?
	A.	Salvation is by grace through faith, and not by works.  It is a GIFT 			from God.  No man can lose his salvation on his own, because no 			man earned his salvation.	
		Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you are saved through faith, and 			this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—9 not from works, so 			that no one can boast." 
	B.	The Apostle Paul and James tell us if we had to do anything to earn 			or keep salvation, we would lose it easily.  
		Galatians 3:10 "For all who [rely on] the works of the law are under 		a curse, because it is written: Cursed is everyone who does not 			continue doing everything written in the book of the law." 
		James 2:10 "For whoever keeps the entire law, yet fails in one 			point, is guilty of [breaking it] all." 
		Yet, we are assured by Paul that it is Jesus Christ who keeps us, and 		not ourselves.
		2 Timothy 1:12 "and that is why I suffer these things. But I am not 			ashamed, because I know whom I have believed and am persuaded 			that He is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that 			day." 
	C.	If we could become righteous by anything we do, then Jesus 				Christ's death was a waste.
		Galatians 2:21 "I do not set aside the grace of God; for if 				righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing." 
III.	So, if God won't cast me out, and no man can cause me to lose my 		salvation, and I can't lose it myself, is there anything else that can cause 	me to lose my salvation?
									         New Believer Lesson 2															No!  "Since God is for us, who can be against us?"  Romans 8:31
														Let's look at Romans 8:38-39:
	"For I am persuaded that neither…"
	A.	"Death" - you can't lose it when you die.
	B.	"Life - you can't lose it while you are alive.
	C.	"Angels" - can't take it from you.
	D.	"Principalities" - the fallen angels or demon can't take it from you.
	E.	"Powers" - persons in position of authority can't take it from you.	
	F.	"Things present" - current events can't remove it.
	G.	"Things to come" - nothing in the future can cancel it out.
	H.	"Height nor depth" - nothing in space or ocean depth.
	I.	"NOR ANY OTHER CREATED THING shall be able to separate us 			from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
IV.	Why is this?
	A.	Because your relationship with God is now a father/son relationship 		by birth.  (Review John 1:12-13 Page 1)
	B.	When you were born physically, there was a record made of your 			birth in the form of a certificate.  Before you received spiritual birth 		your name was already recorded in God's "Book of Life" written 			before the foundation of the world.
		Ephesians 1:4 "for He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the 		world, to be holy and blameless in His sight."
		 Revelation 13:8 "All those who live on the earth will worship him, 			everyone whose name was not written from the foundation of the 			world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slaughtered."
 		Revelation 20:12 "I also saw the dead, the great and the small, 			standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book 			was opened, which is 'the book of life', and the dead were judged 			according to their works by what was written in the books." 
									       New Believer Lesson 2														C.	You will be your earthly father's son for all eternity because you 			were born of his seed.  You could leave the country, disown each 			other, change your name, and never see him, hear from him, or 			even think about him the rest of your life, but that would never 			change the fact that he is your father.
		The same is true of your Heavenly Father; you can die, but you can 			never be unborn.  Your birth is fixed forever, both physically and 			spiritually, and because God in Immutable (unchanging), He 				Himself cannot change that fact.
V.	Basic Questions:
	A.	How can I know for certain that I am saved?
		The Epistle of I John was written for this purpose.
		1 John 5:13 "I have written these things to you who believe in the 			name of the SON OF GOD, so that you may KNOW that you have 				eternal life." 
		Paul also testifies of the Spirit in Romans 8:16
		"The Spirit Himself testifies together with our spirit that we are 			God’s children." 
	B.	What if I don't feel saved?
		1.	Your salvation is not based on feelings!  It is based on the 				objective truth of the Word of God.
			1 John 3:20 "because if our hearts condemn us, God is 					greater than our hearts and knows all things." 
			Titus 1:2 "in the hope of eternal life that God, who cannot lie, 			promised before time began," 
			1 John 2:25 "And this is the promise that He Himself made to 			us: eternal life." 
			1 John 5:11-13 "And this is the testimony: that God has given 			us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the 				Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 				have life." 
										New Believer Lesson 2
																Philippians 1:6 "I am sure of this, that He who started a 				good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 				of Christ Jesus." 
			Jeremiah 4:28b "Because I have spoken. I have purposed and 			will not change My mind, Nor will I turn back from it." 

GOD SAID IT - THAT SETTLES IT!
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Lesson #2

1.	What is the promise that we can claim in John 6:37?




2.	From John 10:27-29, you should understand that no man can cause you to lose your salvation. Why is this?




3.	We cannot do anything ourselves that would cause us to lose our salvation. What can we learn from the following verses to support this?

1. Ephesians 2:8-9


1. 2 Timothy 1:12


1. Galatians 2:21
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4.	Is there anything at all that can separate us from the love of God?




5.	Romans 8:38-39 shows us that we have received the love of God in ______________________________________________________.

6.	Briefly explain three examples that related your spiritual birth to your physical birth.

	A.

	B.

	C.


7.	What scripture reference promises that you know you have eternal life?

8.	What do the following verses teach you concerning the promise of eternal life?

1. 1 John 3:20

1. Titus 1:2
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1. 1 John 2:25

9.	Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.
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Key memory verses:
Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 John 2:25; 1 John 5:13

NOTE: In many churches today, some popular teachings are:

0. We must work to keep our salvation.
0. If we sin after we are born again, we can lose our salvation.
0. God punishes his children according to His own whim and pleasure.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these teachings are false and why.

Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

If you feel the need for a deeper level of biblical counseling in your life for reasons such as individual, marital or family problems, we offer biblically-based guidance through the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. Please feel free to contact Pastor Kenneth Stadler at 479-782-1088 to get information on appointments.
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One-on-One Discipleship
Read 1 John – underline in your Bible the word “know” each time it appears; then in the space below, write out those verses.
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