										New Believer Lesson 3
LESSON 3:  BAPTISM
"NOW THAT I AM SAVED,                                                                                     WHERE DO I START?"

Virtually every religious denomination in existence teaches some form of baptism as a part of their doctrine, and the diversities in their teachings are wide.  This lesson is intended to give the Bible's clear and definite teaching on the subject so the individual understands perfectly what God's intention is regarding baptism.
1.	Why does God instruct us to be baptized?
	A.	Baptism is the first act of obedience in service to the Lord.  				Anyone can be baptized; it takes no special talent or effort.
	B.	Jesus set the example Himself by submitting to baptism before He 			began His public ministry.	
		Matthew 3:13-17 "Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 			Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to stop Him, saying, 			“I need to be baptized by You, and yet You come to me?” 15 Jesus 			answered him, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for us to 			fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him [to be baptized]. 
		16 After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately from the 				water. The heavens suddenly opened for Him, and He saw the Spirit 		of God descending like a dove and coming down on Him. 17 And 			there came a voice from heaven: This is My beloved Son. I take 			delight in Him!" 
		Mark 1:9-11 "In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee 			and was baptized in the Jordan by John. 10 As soon as He came up 			out of the water, He saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 		descending to Him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: 			You are My beloved Son; I take delight in You! "
	C.	In Matthew 3:13-15, it is clear that Jesus was baptized in 				obedience to God's plan.  In verse 15, He said, "Allow it for now, 			because this is the way for us to fulfill all righteousness."  This 			point of submission and obedience is the single most important 			thing to realize regarding baptism.  Jesus is identifying with those 											New Believer Lesson 3																whose sin He would bear.  Jesus, the Righteous One, was picturing 			His death, burial, and resurrection for the sinner to whom He would 		impute His own Righteousness.
	D.	Other New Testament believers who submitted to baptism after 			salvation.
		1.	The Ethiopian eunuch.
			Acts 8:26-39 "Then he ordered the chariot to stop, and both 				Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 				baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the 				Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch did not 			see him any longer. But he went on his way rejoicing." 
		2.	The Apostle Paul.	
			Acts 9:18 "At once something like scales fell from his eyes, 				and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized." 
		3.	The Philippian jailer and his household.
			Acts 16:25-33 "Then he escorted them out and said, “Sirs, 				what must I do to be saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the 				Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
			32 Then they spoke the message of the Lord to him along with 				everyone in his house. 33 He took them the same hour of the 				night and washed their wounds. Right away he and all his 				family were baptized. 
	E.	Some other instances of baptism immediately after salvation 				include:
		1.	Acts 8:12 "But when they believed Philip, as he proclaimed 				the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of 				Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized." 
		2.	Acts 18:8 "Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed the 			Lord, along with his whole household; and many of the 					Corinthians, when they heard, believed and were baptized." 
II.	What is the purpose of baptism?
	A.	There several types of baptism are mentioned in the Bible. 
										New Believer Lesson 3																1.	The Baptism of John mentioned in the Gospels was a 					"baptism of repentance".  						
		2.	The Baptism in the Holy Spirit (Baptism of fire)
			 Matt. 3:11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but 				the One who is coming after me is more powerful than I. I am 			not worthy to take off His sandals. He Himself will baptize 				you with the Holy Spirit and fire." (See also Luke 3:16) 
                            This is the work of the Lord Jesus Christ at the point of            			salvation when He gives the new believer His Holy Spirit.  				"Fire" in these two verses speak of the purifying work of the 				Spirit as on the Day of Pentecost.
			Acts 1:3 "And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them 				and rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with 			the Holy Spirit…"				
		3.	The Baptism of the Holy Spirit places us into the body of 				Christ at the moment of salvation.
			I Corinthians 12:13  "For we were all baptized by one Spirit 				into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 				free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 			This is not a "second work of grace" evidenced by speaking in 			tongues.
		4.	Believers Baptism is a physical immersion into water and is 				a picture of spiritual truth.
	B.	We see the two purposes of the "believer's 	baptism" in Romans 			6:1-7 especially verses 3-4.																						Romans 6:3-4 "Or are you unaware that all of us who were 				baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
		4 Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, 				in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 				glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way of life. 
		1.	This passage pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of 				the Lord Jesus Christ.  It pictures our passing through the 				waters of judgment safely, of dying and going down into the 											New Believer Lesson 3																	grave, then, rising with Christ, and of having our sin washed 				away.  
		2.	Baptism is a public testimony of the new convert's 					identification with Jesus Christ through His death, burial, and 			resurrection.  It is a symbol of union with Christ. Therefore, it 			is a truth of momentous and eternal proportion and ought to 				be an 	occasion for giving great glory and praise to God.
III.	Who should be baptized?
	A.	The clearest case of an individual's baptism in the New Testament 			is the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-39.  In verse 36, the eunuch 			asked, "...what prevents me from being baptized?"  Philip then 			answered with the condition of baptism in verse 37, "…If you 			believe with all your heart, then you may be baptized."  The 				eunuch's response sealed the matter, "…I believe that Jesus Christ 			is the Son of God."  
	B.	The only requirements for baptism are the requirements for 				salvation found in:
		 Romans 10:9-10 "if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 			and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 			will be saved. 10 With the heart one believes, resulting in 				righteousness, and with the mouth one confesses, resulting in 			salvation." 
		Verse 10 explains verse 9.
		1.	Heart belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
		2.	Confession that He is your Lord and Savior.
	C.	There are NO cases of baptism in the Bible of anyone but believers.	
IV.	What is the method or mode of baptism taught in the Scripture?
	A.	Baptism is a transliteration of the Gr. word "baptizo" which means 			"to plunge, dip, immerse".  The sense "immerse" is appropriate and 			probably required for the word in several New Testament passage.
	B.	 Acts 8:26-39 gives the clearest example.  In verses 38-39, 				BOTH Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch went down into the water 			and came up out of the water.		
										New Believer Lesson 3														C.	Jesus was baptized in the same manner.																				Matthew 3:16 " After Jesus was baptized, He went up immediately 			from the water. The heavens suddenly opened for Him, and He saw 			the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on Him."	
V.	How important is it to be baptized?
	A.	It is NOT essential for salvation.  The Apostle Paul makes it clear in 			Ephesians that a man is saved by grace through faith without 			works - including baptism.  Martin Luther's cry was "by grace alone, 		through faith alone, in Christ alone."
		Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you are saved through faith, and 			this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—9 not from works, so 			that no one can boast." 
	B.	It IS essential for service and spiritual growth.  Baptism is an 				integral part of the "great commission" and precedes teaching.
		Matthew 28:19-20 "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 				nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 			and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have 		commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end 			of the age.” 
	C.	Baptism is a first act of obedience to Christ after salvation.  If a new 		convert refuses to obey the Lord in the first point, he will not obey 			in future points.
		1 Samuel 15:22 "Then Samuel said: Does the Lord take pleasure in 			burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? 			Look: to obey is better than sacrifice, to pay attention ⌊is better⌋ 			than the fat of rams." 
	D.	Baptism is one of the two ordinances of the Church, The Lord's 			Supper being the other.																							1.	Baptism is not required for participation in The Lord's 					Supper; salvation is required.
VI.	Basic Question:	
	A.	Where should I be baptized?
									         New Believer Lesson 3																Since baptism is a public confession of your faith in Jesus Christ, 			most often it will be publicly in front of the local church.  Many 			times people will be baptized in creeks or rivers, which is fine; the 			Lord Jesus Christ was baptized in the River Jordan.  The actual 			place of baptism is not important.  The act of public testimony of 			your identification with the Lord Jesus Christ in the important 			point.			
	B.	How can I answer those who want to make baptism necessary for 			salvation?	
		1.	In the Book of Acts are two recorded acts of baptism after 				salvation.
			Acts 2:38 (NKJV) "Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let 				every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 				the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 				Holy Spirit." 
			Acts 16:31-33 (NKJV) "So they said, "Believe on the Lord 				Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." 
			32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 				were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the 				night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all 				his family were baptized." 
		2.	Luke is the author of the book.  Peter is the speaker in both 				of these passages.  Comparing scripture with scripture the 				second set of verses explain the first.  Clearly, baptism 				followed conversion.  Because baptism is to be the ever-				present act of obedience, it became synonymous with 					salvation.
		3.	In Acts 2:21 Peter is preaching his first sermon and quoted 				from Joel 2:32 "And it shall come to pass that whoever calls 				on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  Nothing is 					mentioned here about baptism.  Vs. 38 is in response to their 			question, "what shall we do?" , he continued In Vs. 40, "and 				with many other words he testified and exhorted them 					saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation."  Again, 				nothing about baptism is mentioned as a requirement for 				this gift of grace - salvation.							                                                                                                                        *All scripture quotes are from the Holman Christian Standard Bible unless otherwise noted.
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Baptism
Lesson #3


1.	Give the key reason why God instructs the Christian to be baptized.



2.	In Matthew 3:13-14, Jesus was baptized to demonstrate His ___________ and ___________ to God and His plan. Jesus fulfilled this before He began His ___________ ___________.


3.	List three men who were baptized after salvation in the New Testament.

	A.	

	B.

	C.

4.	What are the purposes for baptism found in Romans 6:3-4?

	A.
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	B.

5.	In Acts 8:36-37, the Ethiopian eunuch had to fulfill two requirements before he could be baptized. What were the two requirements?

	A.


	B.


6.	How do we know that the Ethiopian eunuch and Jesus were not baptized by sprinkling of water?

	A.


	B.


7.	Baptism by complete immersion in water is a picture of what?
8.	Baptism is essential in order for the Christian to ___________ and ___________ ___________. Also, one must be willing to submit to baptism so they can be ___________ to follow Jesus Christ.
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9.	Is baptism essential for salvation?  ___________  Give a scripture reference that explains this.

10.	Briefly explain the primary purpose of this section.
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Key scripture passages you must be familiar with:
Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 8:36-39; Romans 6:1-7

NOTE: There is much false teaching among religious groups concerning baptism. The Christian should be aware of some of them.

0. Men must be baptized in order to be saved.
0. Baptism by being sprinkled is just as meaningful as immersion.
0. Babies should be baptized into God’s family or into “the church.”

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these teachings are false and why.

Write any questions you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.
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One-on-One Discipleship
Explain Acts 8:26-39

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]          New Believer Lesson 3
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


Lesson 3, Page 12

