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September 17, 2017- God at Work in Thessalonica 
 
Open in Prayer 
 

Welcome/Introductions   
[If there are new people in your group, give brief introductions.] 

 

Remind the group of DiscipleGroup Guidelines 
 

DISCIPLEMAKER QUESTIONS 

• What has changed in your life because of what you learned last week? 

• Has God placed someone in your life outside this group that you need to invest in? 

• How do you think God wants you to do this? 
 

Ask a “hook question” to get the group going. 

• Share about a person, who in your opinion, has turned the world upside down. 
 

Share background for the story. 
Last week we saw how Paul and Silas were flogged and jailed but through the experience a jailor 
and his family came to faith. This week we will see Paul and Silas again preaching the Gospel and 
again confronting difficulties in the city of Thessalonica. 

 
Tell the story – Acts 17:1-10.  This week Paul and Silas continue their mission work in Acts 17. 
 [Tell the story with your Bible open on your lap to the passage.] 
 
Rebuild the story 
 [Group members tell the story together, one piece at a time, based on what they remember.] 
 
Read the story out loud – Read Acts 17:1-10 from the Bible. 

[The scripture may have more details. Were there any important details left out of the telling or 
retelling that you discover in the scripture?] 

 
Discuss these questions: 

1. What do you learn about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit in this story? 
2. What do you learn about the characters in the story? 
3. What stood out to you in this story? 
4. What do you learn about yourself? 
5. Have you ever told the truth about God and got in trouble for it? 
6. How will this story be used in your life and with others? 

 

Ask someone to retell the story.  
 

Assign next week’s passage. Acts 17:10-15. God at Work in Berea. NOTE: This is another short story. 
Encourage a newcomer or someone who has never shared before to learn the story. 
 

Close in Prayer. 
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September 17, 2017- God at Work in Thessalonica – Leader Coaching 
[This page is to help you sharpen your skills as a DiscipleGroup Leader. Each week we will include 
concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and 
grow as a disciple yourself. Also, we have added comments (enclosed in brackets [ ] ) on the Leader 
Guide.]  
 
Abiding  

[grow as a disciple yourself]  

• Compare your own efforts at outreach with those of Paul and Silas. After being flogged in Philippi 
they traveled to Thessalonica and again encountered resistance. Are you worried about people 
rejecting you if you stand for Christ? Think about your friends. How many are lost people? How 
are you getting the Gospel into your world? How are you investing in people? 

 
Leading  

[learn to facilitate your group more effectively]  

• Who in your group needs to be “stretched?” Is there someone who could lead or tell the story, 
but just needs a little push to encourage them? Remember that DiscipleGroups need to be 
reproducible and you must always think in terms of outreach and growth.  

 
Shepherding 

[know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep] 

• As we continue to talk about the earliest missionaries, be alert to the sense of calling that some 
of your group members might experience. Talk about the recent mission trips from our church 
this past summer. Did anyone in the group participate? What have they heard from the 
participants? Does anyone have a testimony from a past mission trip experience? 

 
Resources:  

• http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-47/apostle-paul-and-his-times-christian-
history-timeline.html gives a brief suggested timeline of Paul’s ministry. This might be helpful at 
this juncture in our study of Acts. If one of your group members wants to read a very aggressive 
study of Paul, one of the classic books is Paul Apostle of the Heart Set Free by F. F. Bruce. 
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